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ail instrument forged for the conquest of the Byzan-
tine Empire. By bringing Church and Govern-
ment into one line, adhesion to the faith became
equivalent to allegiance to the Prince. The Patriarch
of Moscow was to be substituted for that of Constan-
tinople (possessed by infidels); and when the Patriarch
was merged in the Czar, the sovereign of Russia was
the legitimate sovereign of the professors of the
Greek Church, subject to the usurpation of the
Mussulman Sultan. So long as the administration
of Russia did not touch those provinces, the sup-
pression of the Church by the State was not observed,
and in the disorders of Turkey the Christians natu-
rally turned to a foreign prince, who, in claiming
their spiritual allegiance, offered them political pro-
tection. Under this illusion the whole country was
opened to the propagandism of the priesthood.- The
Patriarchate of Constantinople fell into the absolute
dependence of the Russian Embassy. The Greeks,
insignificant indeed by numbers, but of real impor-
tance by intrigue, apparent importanee, and volu-
bility, invaded all its offices and filled its prelacy.
They appeared' everywhere as Russian agents and
creatures. The 12,000,000 of the Greek Church in
European Turkey, of Turkish,* Roumain, and Slaav

* The Bulgarians, amounting to about 5,000,000, are of
Turkish origin. They were the original Tartars of the Volga,
whence they have derived their name.